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the PURSUIT OF QUALITY 


In presenting Rambler for 1962, the pursuit of quality even exceeds the 
efforts of previous years . . . efforts that have made Rambler the World 
Standard of Compact Car Excellence. Highest quality has been designed 
and built into every car. We thoroughly check every component part... 
every step of the manufacturing process and every car as it comes from 
the assembly line to assure the performance, dependability and trouble- 
free service expected from Rambler. As evidence of our endeavors to 
produce the finest car on the road, we sap Sed a far higher ratio of inspec- 
tors in relation to production workers than the industry average. 


Because of the thoroughness of the new Rambler Customer Quality 
Assurance Program, the chassis lubrication period for the American is 
extended from 1,000 to 2,000 miles. Engine oil and filter changes are 
normally required only every 4,000 miles. The full-fill engine coolant 
has a 24-month or 24,000 mile warranty, as does the new, powerful 
Rambler battery. 


Over 22 years ago, we pioneered Single-Unit construction, to assure 
stronger, safer, more rugged automobiles. Our improved Deep-Dip 
rustproofing process protects every Rambler clear to the roof against 
rust and corrosion. Only Rambler has the long-life assurance of the 
improved Ceramic-Armored muffler and tailpipe. And, the new Self- 
Adjusting, Double-Safety Brake System is standard on all Ramblers 
for 1962. 

Every Rambler dealer and salesman should study the facts in this 1962 
Data Book. It is filled with the kind of ammunition needed for a profit- 
able sales job in the growing compact car field. 


George Romney, President 
American Motors Corporation 















THE RAMBLER STORY OF SUCCESS 
1902 to 1962 


Li » ee at the beginning of that legendary era in which the fabulous 


for reliability and advanced design far beyond its time. 


ly new car with a 100” wheelbase destined to anticipate the 
y observers and caught other carmakers by surprise. As public 





the p rc ine by introducing in 1954 a fou ambler on a 108” wheelbase. This product package combining 
the fuel economy and handling ease of small European cars with the roominess and luxury of big American cars, proved 
to be the outstanding automotive success story of the last three decades. 


However, the increasing market for small and compact cars prompted American Motors to again offer in 1958 a 100” 
wheelbase two-door sedan known as the Rambler American. During the ensuing two years, the line was broadened 
by the addition of two-door station wagon and four-door sedan body styles. 


For the first time since its introduction more than 11 years ago as the original compact car, the Rambler American in 
1961 was completely restyled. Completely functional in nature, the new styling is still in accord with the established 
Rambler pattern of avoiding appearance change for change sake. In addition to styling stability, the American series 
is complete with two and four-door sedans and station wagons plus the smart convertible. Thus, the American con- 
fidently moves into 1962 with a complete line of cars backed by functional styling and a host of mechanical improve- 
ments and manufacturing advancements contributing importantly to the basic quality and excellence of the product. 


1962 RAMBLER AMERICAN MODELS 


The Quality-Built Economy Compact 


BODY STYLE 
2-DOOR CLUB SEDAN 6206 6206-2 6206-5 


4-DOOR SEDAN 6205 6205-2 6205-5 
2-DOOR STATION WAGON 6204 6204-2 oS 
4-DOOR STATION WAGON 6208 6208-2 6208-5 


2-DOOR CONVERTIBLE 


6202, Deluxe 2-Door Business Coupe, Fleet Sales only. 







With a total of twelve models and five distinctively different body styles, the American series offers the broadest and 
most complete line of any compact car. Equipment differences between the various models are listed on page 39. 































TWO-DOOR CONVERTIBLE 


The “400” convertible is the glamour car of the American series. Available only with the 125 HP overhead valve Custom 


Flying Scot engine, this model combines the spirit and dash of a convertible with the basic excellence of America’s 


premier compact economy Car. Powered top for sun and fun is weather-tight. 











FOUR-DOOR SEDAN 


Interior roominess for six average adults and easy entrance both front and rear are important features of this sleekly 


styled four-door sedan. Available in “400” (shown above), Custom, and Deluxe models. 





| TWO-DOOR CLUB SEDAN 


Although it is the lowest priced model in the American series, the two-door club sedan offers unsurpassed functional 


| beauty, convenience, and down-to-earth practicality. Available in 400, Custom, and Deluxe (shown above) models. 





FOUR-DOOR STATION WAGON 


Incorporating a host of a new features and improvements, the American four-door station wagon is available in 400 


(shown above), Custom, and Deluxe models. 
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TWO-DOOR STATION WAGON 


The forerunner of all compact station wagons, the American two-door station wagon has crisp styling and generous 


cargo space for complete utility. Available in 400, Custom (shown above), and Deluxe models. 





| IEE con ORRIN CTE G ILI VNB BREA cat. ee iA RTE RENNER eateries 








Styling, from the front... .. 


The all-new grille styling is cleanly functional in character, and, as such, is clearly indicative of continuing styling 
stability. The new grille has the same shaped outer frame as in 1961, but the “floating grille” insert is all-new with 
a fine-textured horizontal bar pattern. Both grille parts are chrome-plated die-castings. The broad fenders blend per- 
fectly with the flat hood to provide an integrated appearance. Full protection is provided by the sturdy one-piece, wrap- 
around bumper and bumper guards. Smartly designed directional signal lights are housed below the bumper. The 
hood ornament is standard equipment on Custom and 400 models. 
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FROM THE SIDE... 


“To change the design of our automobiles 


only when change represents genuine im- 


provement, never to change for the sake of 


mere change ... tO COntinue to search for 
new ways to offer greater usefulness to the 
user... to balance compact design with in- 
terior room and convenience... to avoid fads 
and extreme, impractical styling to Strive 
constantly to understand America’s changing 
renLol cosa totem olcrerekwmritole Mu oltsi Cement Mcom iia amdatcen 

. to dedicate ourselves to the pursuit of basic 
excellence . . This is American Motors’ 
pledge to all America . 


George Romney 


The functional styling details on these pages are concrete evidence of the basic design concepts set forth in the above 
statement. As an example, the wide-swinging square-cut doors shown above are perfectly indicative of the practical styling 
found everywhere in the 1962 American. These doors are perfectly proportioned for graceful ease of entry and exit— 
a basic requirement for a truly practical automobile. Extruded, anodized aluminum window frames—a Rambler first— 
have safety-rounded corners and are forever free of rust. Doors are sealed tightly with rubber seals which are doubled on 
aluminum window frames. The outside door handles are of the safety squeeze-type and the cam-and-lever door locks pro- 
vide safe, positive closure. As a new feature for 62, rear door can be more conveniently locked from inside by using 


lock buttons instead of pushing the door handle. 


The crisp lines of the flat roof are smartly modern—yet, headroom and rear seat vision are outstanding. Not only has 
the roof been masterfully styled, but it also has been carefully designed to lend exceptional strength to the entire Single 
Unit body structure. The adjustable front window ventilators are standard. Side windows are tempered safety glass. 











VISION TO THE REAR... 


The smartly styled curved rear window is tempered 
safety glass with 571 square inches of area recessed into 
the roof and side pillars. The overhanging roof provides 
protection from the elements and gives extra rear seat 
headroom. There are no raised fender fins to obstruct 
the driver’s view to the rear. The chrome Mylar reveal 
moulding around the rear window is standard on 
Custom and 400 sedan models. 


VISION TO THE FRONT... 


With 838 square inches of laminated safety-plate glass, 
the curved windshield provides exceptional forward 
vision. The slanting front pillar is extremely narrow to 
present minimum obstruction to vision. The broad, flat 
hood and fenders enable the driver to see the road directly 
ahead at all times. The hood ornament and chrome trim 
moulding around the windshield is standard on all 
Custom and 400 models. 
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STATION WAGONS 


Smartly styled automobiles which convert into 
spacious cargo carriers in seconds, the two 
and four-door American station wagons are 
truly the most versatile economy compact cars 
on the road. The practical simplicity of the 
styling is expressive of the functional character 
of these unique vehicles. The rugged Single 
Unit body construction and improved 
mechanical simplicity are indicative of ability 
to dependably perform many tasks. 


In contrast to some competitive makes, the 
1962 American station wagons have the same 
fresh and functional styling as found in the 
sedan models. In addition, these new station 
wagons offer all of the comfort and conven- 
ience features to be had in the sedans. The 
unique roof-top Travel-Rack, which extends 
carrying space, is standard equipment on all 
Custom and 400 station wagons. Leather lug- 
gage straps are dealer accessories. 








| 
| 
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STATION WAGONS 


Seating compartment is designed to accommodate six 
average passengers in comfort or to provide a well- 
proportioned cargo space by swinging the rear seat-back 
down on the rear cushion and securing it with two fabric 
straps. The long, flat cargo platform is covered with a 
black rubber mat on Deluxe models, and colored carpet 
on Custom and 400. On 400 models, a chrome bar on the 
rear seat acts as a robe-rack and stop-bar for cargo. New 
molded plastic side panels improve appearance and gain 
cargo room. Cargo volume is 64 cubic feet. Complete 
dimensions are on page 43. 


The lift-gate frame is a gleaming aluminum extrusion to 
match side windows and reduce weight. The lift-gate can 
be set at three open positions (up to 38 degrees) with the 
two ratchet support arms to permit easy access to cargo 
compartment. New lift-gate hinges provide in-and-out 
adjustment permitting a better fit and seal. New water- 
drip section is added to the body sheet-metal above the 
lift-gate to channel water away from the opening. New 
locking-cam mechanism provides a more secure locking 
action between the tail-gate and lift-gate resulting in a 
tighter seal. Also, a new cane-shaped outside handle 
replaces the T-shaped design. 
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fun packed...sun packed... compact 


The carefully tailored fabric top is vinyl coated on both sides 
for easy cleaning both inside and out. Available in either black 
or white colors, the top is automatically raised or lowered by 
an electro-hydraulic system actuated by a convenient switch on 
the instrument panel. The top disappears in a well behind the 
rear seat. A unique fastening system eliminates the need of 
fastening or unfastening the top at the sides, Pleated vinyl seat 
trim is standard, other materials are optional at no cost. 


THE CONVERTIBLE 


In response to the growing popularity of the 
open car, the American is again available in 
the two-door convertible body style. The 
superior strength of American Motors’ famed 
Single-Unit body construction brings solidity 
and staunchness never before achieved in a 
convertible. The underbody is reinforced with 
an X-member to compensate for the absence 
of overhead structural members (see below). 
The rear seat area is modified to accommodate 
the power-operated top. 





INTERIOR STYLING AND COMFORT 


New upholstery combinations include all-yinyls or vinyls combined 
with harmonizing miracle fabrics or porous vinyls. Exterior colors 
are carried into the interior, and further accented by quality floor 
covering. Door trim panels feature striking new design patterns in 
durable vinyl. New window regulators, door handles, and arm 
rests are distinctive in design and are located for convenience. All 
sedans and wagons have easy-to-clean vinyl-coated head-linings. 


A distinctive pleated solid vinyl upholstery design is standard equip- 
ment on the convertible model. Available in a host of colors to 
match or complement exterior colors, the vinyl trim perfectly fits 
the sleek beauty of this model. Porous vinyl trim combinations are 
available at no extra cost on all models. 





Seat-cushions and seat-backs provide extra comfort with improved, 
full-coil springs that are softer and deeper for increased effective 
headroom. Front and rear cushions plus rear seat-back are coated 
with rubber, known as the “Acoustacoil” process which sound- 
proofs and stabilizes the coils. This hidden value feature is in con- 
trast to the inferior and cheaper zig-zag spring construction found 
on most other cars, A tubular front seat frame is strong yet light 
forming a stable seat base. As a new standard feature, front seats 
have a 2" thick foam cushion, which is optional for rear seats. 
Airliner Reclining Seats and other seating options are described 
on pages 36 and 37. 
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SEAT BELTS ... Front seat belt attaching plates 
and rear location indentations are a new stand- 
ard feature for all ’62 models. Approved seat 
belts are factory options and dealer accessories. 


INTERIOR ROOMINESS 


Rambler American sedans and wagons have ample room for 
an active family of six. Exceptional entrance room and head- 
room are continued in the Rambler tradition. Complete 
interior dimensions are shown on pages 42 and 43. For com- 
fort and convenience, the front seat-backs are equally divided, 
and the front floor pan is flush with the door sills. 


Luggage compartment capacity is 23.8 cubic feet, and trunk 
edge is low for easy loading. Trunk lid hinge mechanism is of 
the torsion bar design for smooth operation. A durable black 
rubber trunk mat is standard. 
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INSTRUMENT PANEL 


The instrument panel is functionally planned and styled. In keeping with the functional character of the American, the 
operating instruments are well defined for easy reading and all driving controls are clearly marked and in close proximity 
to the driver. An improved temperature gauge is featured for ’62. Clock, radio, cigarette lighter, and ash tray are centrally 
located for convenience. Capacious glove compartment (molded plastic) is located on the right side and the hinged door 
has circular indentations for containers. Glove box lock is used on 400 models. See page 40 for glove box light. Energy- 
absorbing safety-padded instrument panel and sun visors are standard on 400 and optional on Deluxe and Custom. The 
deep-dish steering wheel is standard on all models (see pages 30 and 39). 
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ALL-WELDED 
SINGLE-UNIT 
CONSTRUCTION 






"This identification. pla 
affixed to every Rambler to s 


safety built into the All-W. 
Single-Unit body structure. 






@ _ ALL-WELDED  g 
SINGLE-UNIT 
CONSTRUCTION 


THIS RAMBLER IS BUILT 
WITH AN ADVANCED METHOD 
OF BODY CONSTRUCTION 
WITH BODY AND FRAME 
COMBINED INTO A 


...the strong, 
silent type STRUCTURAL “UNIT PLUS 


DEEP-DIP PRIMER PAINT 
FOR RUST PREVENTION. 
PIONEERED AND BUILT BY 






The many advantages of All-Welded Single-Unit construction, pioneered by 
American Motors over 22 years ago, have long been recognized by other manufac- 
turers who now offer this type of construction on some of their newer models. In 
ordinary separate body-and-frame construction, the frame is located below the pas- 
senger compartment. In Single-Unit construction, the passenger compartment is 
protected on all sides by a one-piece, three-dimensional structural unit with greater 
strength and less weight. The American has structural members forward of the 
firewall on each side of the engine compartment to act as a safety barrier. Front Finished car bodies are sub- 
fenders are bolted-on for easy repair or replacement. See page 14 for convertible jected to a high-pressure water- 
body structure. 


spray test to detect and prey ent 


possible leaks. 





LASTING PROTECTION... THROUGH BASIC EXCELLENCE 


Under-body side-sills (rocker-panels) are initially protected 
againstrust witha special galvanized coating (zinc-clad steel). 


To retard rusting and corrosion underneath, all sheet metal 
parts are treated with the “Deep-Dip” protective bath 
process. The body structure is immersed in a chromate 
primer tank so that the protecting chemicals can reach 
inaccessible areas not reached by the spray method. The 
non-metallic chromate primer compound provides an effec- 
tive and lasting anchor for the finish in addition to pre- 
venting the spread of rust when the finish is scratched or 
dented, and when exposed to road or weather elements. 
Highest quality baked super-enamel is carefully applied 
with modern techniques. 





Ceramic-Armored Exhaust System 


Ceramic-Armored muffler and tail-pipe are unique 
features for ’62. The steel muffler and tail-pipe are 
coated by dipping in a liquid ceramic material and 
fired at extremely high temperatures. After the ceramic 
process, the muffler is wrapped with asbestos to insu- 
late car floor, and then with a new aluminized-steel 
shield to protect against damaging contacts. Both 
muffler and tail-pipe, impervious to corrosion effects, 
have a special warranty to the original owner as long as 
he owns the car. Mufflers are revised for an improved, 
quieter tone. 
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THE CUSTOM FLYING SCOT ENGINE 


The exceptional efficiency of this overhead valve engine results in unsur- 
passed fuel economy and effortless performance on regular grade gasoline. 


The cylinder block and head are of rigid cast iron alloy. Wedge-shaped 
combustion chambers and the 100% counterbalanced crankshaft give silky 
smoothness at all speeds. The single barrel carburetor is carefully calibrated 
to work in conjunction with a unique water heated intake manifold—per- 
mitting a lean fuel-air mixture for top economy with dependable starting 
in all seasonal temperatures. 


Oil filter and new, larger carburetor air cleaner are standard. 


This powerplant is standard equipment on all 400 models and optional 
extra cost on Deluxe and Custom models. 








SPECIFICATIONS 


Type...Overhead valve, 6 cylinder 
Bore & Stroke......... 3%" x 44%" 
Displacement. .195,.6 cubic inches 
Compression Ratio..........8.7:1 


Carburetion......... Single Barrel 
Horsepower. ..125 @ 4200 RPM 
WOEGUG Seite ear 180 @ 1600 RPM 
Fuel Required...... Regular Grade 


Oil-Filter, Standard. . . Partial-Flow 














SPECIFICATIONS 


YDS sy aadiees ...L-Head, 6 cylinder 
Bore & Stroke......... 3%" x 414" 
Displacement. . 195.6 cubic inches 
Compression Ratio..........8.0:1 
Carburetion......... Single Barrel 
Horsepower..... 90 @ 3800 RPM 
Torque........160 @ 1600 RPM 
Fuel Required......Regular Grade 
Oil Filter, Standard... Partial-Flow 


THE SUPER FLYING SCOT ENGINE 


This powerplant is engineered to provide spirited, economical perform- 
ance at lowest initial cost and minimum upkeep. Six cylinders give smooth, 
quiet operation and the L-head design is a simple and time-proven method 
of placing the valve mechanism entirely within the cast iron alloy block. 


Oil filter and new, larger carburetor air cleaner are standard. 


The extreme simplicity of the engine is highlighted by the Iso-thermal 
intake manifold and the sealed-in exhaust manifold which are integrally 
cast into the block—conventional bulky, bolt-on manifolds are com- 
pletely eliminated. Crankshaft is 80% counterbalanced. 


This dependable powerplant is standard equipment on all Deluxe and 
Custom models. 
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THE SIX CYLINDER ENGINE 


The highly publicized “come-back” of the six 
cylinder engine is not surprising to American 
Motors. While the technicians of competitors 
were senselessly pursuing the horsepower race, 
American Motors engineers were quietly per- 
fecting a “family” of six cylinder engines. 


The in-line six cylinder engine is ideally suited 
for compact cars. Unlike a four cylinder engine, 
which is basically one half of a V-8, an in-line 
six is inherently balanced by virtue of the even 
sequence of power impulses. American Motors’ 
engineers have further refined this basic “design 
balance” of the in-line six through many years 
of ceaseless experimentation and testing. 


Both of the engines available in the 1962 Ameri- 
can, are the time-proven results of unbroken 
experience and concentration on six cylinder 
engines. Basic excellence is designed and built 
right into them—whether overhead valve or L- 
head, the quality features described opposite are 
found in every Rambler American powerplant. 


FEATURES 


ENGINE BLOCK— The rugged cast iron alloy block has been 
meticulously designed to combine extreme rigidity with com- 
pactness and minimum weight. The strong main bearing webs 
support removable high quality steel-backed babbitt bearing 
shells in which the crankshaft smoothly revolves. 


CRANKSHAFT— The engine features a forged four-bearing 
crankshaft which is accurately counterbalanced both statically 
and dynamically for smooth operation. The generous bearing 
area arrangement and seven counterweights per power 
impulses from causing “whip” of the crankshaft as the power 
impulse of each piston is carried by a bearing. 


PISTONS—The cam-ground pistons are made of aluminum 
alloy with steel inserts for extreme lightness and close fit. 
The pistons are fitted with two specially finished cast iron 
compression rings and a 3-piece spring steel lower oil con- 
trol ring. 


CAMSHAFT —The precision-ground special cast iron alloy 
camshaft is of the high-lift type for maximum performance. 


CONNECTING RODS—The exceptionally rigid “I-section” 
connecting rods are drop-forged from high strength alloy steel. 


VALVES—The one-piece intake and exhaust valves are made 
of special heat resistant alloy steel for long life. Valve seat 
inserts are not required because of the extreme hardness of 
the cast iron alloy cylinder head which has generous water 
passages. 














HO NG.) CARTER CARB. 


FUEL SYSTEM—The American’s amazing fuel 
economy and responsive performance is due in 
part to proper carburetion. New synthetic- 
rubber tipped needle valve (OHV, Holley) 
and valve seat (L-head, Carter) prevents flood- 
ing caused by foreign particles. A high capacity 
engine-driven fuel pump with new paper 
element filter assures positive fuel delivery 
from the 20-gallon tank that has a moulded 
rubber filler tube. A new fuel tank plastic filter 
that repels water and a os pe is 

added to the fuel pick-up tu is com- 
_ bined with the gas gauge sending unit. A tank 
drain plug and automatic choke are standard. 











(L-HEAD) 


AUXILIARY SYSTEMS 


ELECTRICAL—Components of the 12-volt electrical system 
are designed to provide dependable service. The new 
Rambler “POWR-GUARD 24” battery and generator have 
ample capacity to meet all requirements, and the powerful 
starting motor is of rugged design. The accessible distributor 
is equipped with vacuum and centrifugal advance mechanism 
to automatically regulate “‘timing.’’ High tension wires are 
of the carbon-core type and Champion spark plugs are used. 


COOLING—The pressurized system (14 P.S.I.) includes a 
down-flow radiator, 4-bladed fan, 195° F. thermostat, and a 
high capacity front-mounted water pump for reliable, 
trouble-free service. Engine cylinders have full-length water 
jackets for effective heat control. See page 38 for new 
Dowgard Full-Fill coolant. Heavy-duty cooling options are 
listed on page 40. 


LUBRICATION—A gear-type oil pump provides lubrication 
to the main bearings, connecting rod bearings, and cam- 
shaft bearings. Cylinder walls, pistons, piston pins, and 
timing chain are sprayed. A partial-flow oil filter is standard. 
See page 38 for new oil-change mileage. 


WINDSHIELD WIPERS—The overlapping, vacuum-operated 
13” wiper blades sweep a wide area. New low-friction 


rubber blades prevent roll-over action. A vacuum booster. 


operating in conjunction with the fuel pump assures con- 
stant operation in all driving conditions. Optional washers 
feature a 4-hole nozzle. 
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POWER TEAMS 


The 1962 Rambler American offers the widest 
choice of power teams of any compact car. By 
choosing the proper combination of engine, 
transmission, and rear axle ratio, the prospective 
buyer can have an American exactly tailored to 
his taste whether it be top economy, outstanding 
performance, or some degree between. 


There are two engines and five transmissions. 
In most cases, the most economical axle ratio is 
listed as standard. The “performance” ratio is 
optional on sedans and wagons with the OHV 
engine. The matter of choosing exactly the right 
“power team” will be increasingly important in 
the compact car field. Many new prospects in the 
compact car market will be attracted by size, ease 
of handling, etc. but will not be willing to sacri- 
fice performance in the interests of fuel economy. 
Others will enter into the compact market fully 
expecting fuel economy far beyond what they 
have experienced on larger cars. Only the Amer- 
ican can satisfy both types of extremists. The 
Rambler American is unique in being able to 
offer a wide range of performance or economy. 


See page 45 for axle ratios. 


FIVE TRANSMISSIONS 


The Rambler American is the only economy compact car 
offering a choice of five transmissions, one standard and 
four options, to meet all individual driving habits and 
transportation requirements. 


STANDARD SYNCROMESH— The conventional three-speed 
transmission is offered as standard equipment. Known for 
its durability and quietness, the Syncromesh transmission 
is easy to operate under all conditions of terrain and climate. 
Synchronized gearing prevents clashing and provides 
easy, quiet shifting. 


OVERDRIVE—Optional Overdrive is an added gear-box at 
the rear of the conventional Syncromesh transmission pro- 
viding an automatic “fourth” forward gear ratio, giving 
the driver an optimum “cruising” ratio. This reduces 
engine speed 30% for less noise, longer life, and top 
fuel economy. 


CLUTCH .. . With both standard syncromesh and optional 
overdrive transmissions, the dry-disc, single plate clutch 
provides soft, positive pedal action with smooth chatter- 
free engagement. Improved clutch linkage features new 
plastic bearing and sealed lubrication. Clutch sizes listed 
on page 45. Heavier-duty clutches are available on special 
order, but are not offered on the E-stick transmission. 














An all-new “E-Stick” transmission option is offered on 
the American, representing a unique compromise 
between a standard and automatic transmission. This 
new manual transmission is operated in the same 
manner as a 3-speed standard shift transmission (with 
or without overdrive) except that the clutch pedal is 
eliminated, and a manual park-in-gear clutch’ control 
is added. 

Engine oil pressure and intake manifold vacuum are 
combined to perform the function of operating the 
clutch automatically as the shift lever is moved from 
gear-to-gear. Engine oil pressure is utilized by a servo 
unit to apply the clutch in response to engine speed and 
torque resulting in a smooth 1st gear start resembling 
that of an automatic transmission. After the starting 
engagement is completed, the pressure is controlled by 
intake manifold vacuum (responding to engine torque). 
The clutch has a conventional type disc and pressure 
plate with levers arranged to engage it (instead of 
release as on a conventional clutch), and there are no 
thrust springs or centrifugal weights. 

The new E-Stick transmission is easy-to-operate once a 
driver knows the simple procedure which will be 
printed on a sun-visor sleeve and in the Owners Hand- 
book. To identify a car so equipped, the hub portion 
of the horn ring is lettered, “E-STICK ... START IN 
NEUTRAL”. 


NEW TRANSMISSION OPTION 


(3) with Standard... G4) with Overdrive 


-STICK transmission 


AUTOMATIC-CLUTCH 


easy 
efficient 





economical 
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new, improved design... 


FLASH-0-MATIC 


transm/ss/on... 


e FULLY-AUTOMATIC 
e 3-SPEEDS 

e HIGHER EFFICIENCY 
e MORE ECONOMY 





The new, improved Flash-O-Matic (optional) is a fully- 
automatic, 3-speed transmission combining torque con- 
verter and gear box. The new Borg-Warner automatic 
transmission is more compact in size and better suited 
for the power and torque output of both the L-head and 
OHV six-cylinder American engines. The new torque con- 
verter with less hydraulic fluid capacity has minimum inertia 
loss, less spin loss resulting in higher, all-around efficiency. 
The conveniently located lever control quadrant on the 
steering column has a new arrangement of ranges to mini- 
mize inadvertent reverse gear engagement from a forward 
drive range, as follows: P...R...N...2-D-1...L. 

All external housings are made of strong, cast-aluminum 
alloy for light weight and cooling efficiency. Mechanical 
control linkage is used between the transmission and engine 
to govern automatic shifting requirements with the engine. 
As a safety feature, the engine starter (ignition key operated) 
can only be engaged while in P (park) or N (neutral). 
“D-1” is recommended for best fuel economy and for all 
normal driving since it provides a complete driving range 
with a 1st gear start. “D-2” provides a 2nd gear start which 


is helpful for starting on slippery, poor traction conditions. 


POWER TRAIN 






Rear axle ratios for top 
fuel economy are standard 
on all sedans and wagons. 
Performance ratios, 
standard on the con- 
vertible, are optional for ¥ 
OHV engine sedan and jf 
station wagon models. 
Axle ratios on page 45. 


The power train is that vital link between the engine and the rear wheels. The Rambler American utilizes the Hotchkiss 
type drive which cushions the drive through the rear leaf springs by permitting rear wheel forces to rotate the rear axle 
slightly. An open propeller shaft is used and is provided with universal joints to accommodate the necessary freedom of 
axle movement. The propeller shaft is also equipped with a sliding joint to allow rear axle rotation and vertical movement. 
The rear axle employs hypoid gearing for increased tooth contact area with reduced gear tooth pressure for quieter action 


and long life. The rear axle differential side-gears are of improved design, providing extra capacity to meet extreme load 


conditions. The rear axle shaft is bigger in diameter plus improved material and hardening for greater strength. In addition, 
a Woodruff key assures proper assembly between the hub-to-shaft splined joint. The optional Twin-Grip differential is 
described on page 33. 
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INCREASED ROAD CLEARANCE 
road clearance tor the “62 American which 
represents an increase of ibout 1 Fz. This 


will enable negotiating rough terrain that would 


oleate atom eretny: possible damave. Clearance dimen- 


sion is based on curb weight plus 5 passengers 


(750 teks ) 


‘above the center of gravity—to create a stable centrifugal : 





FRONT SUSPENSION 





The Rambler “Deep Coil Ride” front suspension brings nn 
handling ease and riding comfort to the small car field. This 
unique front suspension arrangement is integrated into aoe | 
single unit front structure to provide a well founded concept 

of stability and absorption of road shock. The secret of the 
Rambler front suspension lies in the location of the cout 
springs above the wheels. As in the landing gear of an air- 
plane, upward forces are absorbed directly upward into the | 
body structure. Also, the wide spaced coil springs are located [ 


force condition. Shock absorbers and front springs have been a 
revised for a better ride. See page 30 for steering improve- | | 


ew Advantages | 





Direct acting springs—better handling. 


Longer, softer springs—better riding comfort. 
Center of gravity below springs—better stability. [ 
Body structure absorbs forces—better riding comfort. 

Wide tread provides a stable base—better handling. | 
Improved “‘sea-leg” shock absorbers—better controlled ride. 
Improved front springs—smoother, stable ride. | 


Increased steering ratios—easier steering. 


TENSION-TYPE REAR SHACKLES PROVIDE A VARIABLE- 


RATE SUSPENSION THAT ADJUSTS TO THE LOAD OR ROAD 
IFOR A FULLY CUSHIONED RIDE. REAR SUSPENSION 


The Rambler American provides excellent riding 
comfort and stability that sets high standards for 
cars of comparable size. These unusual riding quali- 
ties have been achieved through ingenious engi- 
neering design in which front and rear springs 
have been perfectly correlated. The semi-elliptic 
rear springs are correctly flexed to be coordinated 
with the front coil springs to give a smooth, gentle 
action and eliminate body sway. Springs are shock 
mounted by rubber insulated connections at the 
front and rubber bushed tension shackles at the 
rear. Non-metallic inserts are used between the 
spring leaves to reduce friction and eliminate noise, 


The “sea leg” (inverted ‘“V’”) shock absorber 
mounting provides greater lateral stability. Front 
and rear shock absorbers are two-way direct acting, 
airplane type. Recalibrated springs and shock 
absorbers are designed to control or dampen 
spring action over all road irregularities. 


As a new factory option, “Super Load-Leveler’ 
shock-spring assemblies replace conventional rear 
shock absorbers. The Monroe unit combines a 
special shock absorber and a yariable-rate coil — 
spring which provides a reasonably smooth ride — 
under both light and heavy loads minimizing rear- _ 
end sag. ‘s 





Heavy-duty springs and shocks are low-cost option 
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STEERING AND MANEUVERABILITY 


The 17” diameter deep-dish steering wheel actuates a 
redesigned low-friction steering linkage giving precision 
control in all driving situations, Redesigned idler arm 
and bushing, plus new higher steering ratio of 27.56:1 
(was 21.64) reduces manual steering effort resulting in 
less need for power steering (page 33). Tie-rod ends 
have nylon bearing inserts with sealed lubrication. The 
front suspension trunnion joint fittings require regreas- 
ing every 2000 miles (was 1000). The 36 foot turning 
diameter provides amazing parking and handling ease. 














SELF-ADJUSTING BRAKES 


Stopping power is provided by dependable 
9 inch diameter Bendix servo-action hy- 
draulic brakes with bonded linings. With 
standard self-adjusting brakes, lining clear- 
ances are automatically adjusted when brak- 
ing in reverse to compensate for lining wear. 
Suspended brake pedal is of the wide-type 
on all cars without clutch pedal. Parking 
brakes operate independently on rear wheels 
through an improved bell-crank and armored 
cable. The new, standard Double-Safety 
Brake system is covered on page 32. Op- 
tional power brakes are covered on page 33. 
Optional parking brake warning light is 
listed on pages 33 and 40. 


WHEELS AND TIRES 


Unlike other compact cars using 13 inch wheels, the 
American is equipped with 15 inch diameter wheels with 
4” rims and five wheel nuts. Standard tire size is 6.00 x 15, 
“4.ply rated 2-ply” Tyrex rayon. This same new rating is 
used on the optional 6.50 x 15 size tires. New narrow band 
whitewalls are optional. Goodyear and Goodrich tires 
are used. 

As a new ’62 feature, wheel-tire assemblies are precision 
static-balanced in production for longer tire life and 





smoother ride. Stainless steel wheel-discs are standard on 


400 models, optional on others. ben 
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TANDEM MASTER CYLINDER 
HYDRAULIC RESERVOIRS 


MASTER-VAC 
FRONT .. . REAR 


POWER BRAKE UNIT 
(OPTIONAL) 







BRAKE PEDAL 
LINKAGE 










FRONT ... REAR 
HYDRAULIC BRAKE 


CHECK VALVE AND 
ENGINE INTAKE-MANIFOLD 
VACUUM CONNECTION 
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STANDARD EQUIPMENT! 


An all-new Double-Safety Brake System featuring a 
unique tandem hydraulic master cylinder and Self- 
Adjusting Brakes are standard on all ’62 Rambler 
models. Master-Vac power brake is an added option. 


This new standard brake system, produced by Bendix, 
provides a double margin of safety in the event of a 
hydraulic failure since the hydraulic system for the 
front brakes is completely separate from the rear 
brakes. In the event of hydraulic brake failure in the 
front, the rear hydraulic brakes still operate, and 
conversely, with a failure in the rear brakes, the front 
brakes are still operable. In either event, the braking 
ability is reduced to a point that the driver would be 
aware of a malfunction. Hydraulic failure with con- 
ventional brakes leaves the driver with no brakes at 
all except for the hand-parking brakes which are not 
designed primarily for stopping a moving car. Similar 
dual systems are offered by Rolls-Royce, Jaguar 
and Cadillac. 











RADIO—Available in either push-button or manual 


tuning versions, the 1962 American transistor- 
powered radio provides a high degree of sensitivity 
and tone quality. Compact in size, the new Bendix 
radio has a separate 5” x 7” speaker centrally 
located beneath a grille in the upper surface of the 
instrument panel. The improved manual antenna, 
located on the right front fender, may be telescoped 
down to a 21” height. 


OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT 


A complete list of options is on page 40. 


TWIN GRIP DIFFERENTIAL—Automatically applies major 
driving force to the rear wheel with the most traction 
—will allow operation in snow, ice, and mud that would 
stop a conventional car. 


PARKING BRAKE WARNING LIGHT—With this factory 
option, a flashing red light warns drivers that rear park- 
ing brakes are on. See page 40. 


POWER BRAKES— New Bendix Master-Vac power brakes, 
an improved vacuum-suspended type, permit the driver 
to make a brake application in 25% less time with 40% 
less pedal effort compared to manual brakes. 


POWER STEERING—‘Direct Action” linkage-type hy- 
draulic power steering takes 75% of the steering effort 
out of driving. Positive control can be maintained if the 
hydraulic power fails. Power steering components have 
been improved, and new ‘Higher ratio (21.36:1) reduces 
steering effort. 


SOLEX GLASS—Tinted to absorb approximately 70% of 
the heat and 50% of the glare from strong sunlight, yet 
Solex glass does not impair vision. Glass is evenly tinted 
from top to bottom. Available for all windows (except 
rear on Convertible), or for windshield only (new op- 
tion.) Order for all windows with air conditioning. 
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HEATING CIRCUIT 


WEATHER EYE 
HEATING AND VENTILATING SYSTEM 


The famed American Motors’ Weather Eye Heat- 
ing and Ventilating System is the traditional 
standard by which all other systems are judged. 
The American Weather Eye system has a high 
degree of efficiency for effective distribution of 
both heated and unheated fresh air. 


The heating-ventilating-defrosting system is 
augmented by two separate fresh air ventilators 
which bring a flow of air directly into the pas- 
senger compartment as shown by the diagram 
at the lower left. The outside air intake, of the 
flush louvered type, is located at the cowl just 
below the windshield. An air-inlet screen pre- 
vents clogging due to tree leaves, etc. The front 
seat cushions are shaped at the sides and bottom 
to provide free passage of air to the rear seat area. 


The simple Weather Eye controls are conveniently 
located to the left of the steering column. The 
separate fresh air ventilators have individual 
controls on each side of the instrument panel. 











Coolest compact with carloads of cool air 


The improved All-Season Air Conditioning System has 
been developed by American Motors as the leader in auto- 
motive air conditioning. New adjustable thermostat im- 
proves efficiency by increasing cool air temperature range. 
Integrated into the Weather Eye system to provide com- 
bined cooling, heating and ventilating, the system is of the 
forward-mounted type with the cold air outlet positioned 
below the center of the instrument panel. The outlet is fitted 
with four adjustable louvered doors which may be adjusted 
to a wide variety of positions. The 3-speed blower is located 
on the engine side of the firewall to reduce noise. Heavy- 
duty engine cooling and electrical system is standard. 


The system is available as a factory installed option or as 
dealer installed equipment. 





improved ALL-SEASON AIR CONDITIONING syste 


AIR CONDITIONING 


AIR OUTLET GRILLE COOLING RIT 


EVAPORATOR DEFROSTER AIR OUTLET (2) 











FRESH AIR INLET 
- WEATING UNIT CORE 


a COMPRESSOR 


ELECTRO MAGNETIC 


EXPANSION VALVE 


By ii A 
wi py ip 
| i il 


3-SPEED BLOWER 


RECEWER AND FILTER CONDENSER 


PRESSURE RELIEF VALVE 
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Individually Adjustable Seats 


Twin seats, optional in both regular-contour and 
bucket-type, are fitted with separate sets of tracks 
to provide the driyer and passenger with in- 
dividual fore-and-aft adjustment in addition to 
reclining and bed conversion. Passenger can 
adjust the seat without affecting the driver. With 
bucket-ty pe front seats optional on ‘400” models 
only, pleated all-vinyl upholstery is standard for 
front and rear seats. 


This famous Rambler feature is again available on American models 
(Twin Bed not available on convertible) as optional equipment at a 
very nominal extra cost. Smartly styled control handles on both sides 
of the front seat permit individual adjcatnedt to 5 angles, which include 
the normal driving position and the full horizontal “bed” position. 
The mechanism allows each cushion to recline one position at a time 
—thus it is impossible to inadvertently “flop” the seat-back to the full 
down position. Two support brackets permit the rear of the front seat 
cushion to be raised—forming a level surface for the beds. Removable 
seat-back supports are provided on the rear seat cushion base for 
the bed position. 





The all-new Lounge-Tilt Seat with headrest is available as a 
combination option for the right seat on individually adjust- 
able and bucket-type front seat options. A handle, located 
on the right-side of the passenger seat, actuates a hydraulic 
cylinder which raises the front cushion to any desired 
degree in a tilting manner. This unique and exclusive 
feature provides added comfort in supporting the legs above 
the knees. When used with a headrest and the reclining 
feature, the ultimate in travel comfort is provided. 


With shape and contour for comfort, front headrests are 
available singly or in pairs as a new extra cost option. 
Headrests are styled to match the trim of the seats and are 
adjustable to ten positions. The headrests may be removed 
by pulling them out of the socket. Headrests are particularly 
comfortable when used with the reclining seat and new 
Lounge-Tilt Seat. In addition, headrests are useful in pre- 
venting neck injury due to a rear end collision. 











RECLINING SEAT LEVER FORE’N’AFT SEAT ADJUSTER 
TILT-SEAT PUMP HANDLE 
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New extended mileage LUBRICATION and MAINTENANCE program 








®New DOWGARD FULL-FILL Coolant offers uniform and 
complete cooling system protection in both summer and 
winter. Boiling point is higher and freeze point is — 40°F. 
This coolant is guaranteed for 24 months or 24,000 
miles, whichever occurs first. Normal drain and refill 
period is 24 months (was 12 months). 


@Front suspension components on American require 
lubrication every 2,000 miles (was every 1,000 miles). 


@All Ramblers require engine oil and oil filter change 
normally every 4000 miles (was 2000). Initial change 
period is 1000 miles (was 500). 


®New Rambler POWR-GUARD 24 Battery is warranted 
for 24 months or 24,000 miles, whichever occurs first. 
Battery is designed to require water additions only 3 to 
4 times per year normally. 


@ New larger cellulose-fiber carburetor air cleaner element 
requires cleaning normally every 4,000 miles (was 
2,000), and replacement every 25,000 miles (was 
(10,000). Cleaning of optional oil-bath air cleaner is 
12,000 miles (was 2,000). : 


@Drain and refill mileage for automatic transmission 
extended to 25,000 miles (was 15,000). Manual trans- 
missions do not require drain and refill (was 10,000 
miles). 


@ Lubricant in rear axle differential does not require peri- 
odic drain and refill operation. 


@Various mechanical components are redesigned to 
provide built-in lubrication, eliminating customary grease 
or oil servicing requirements. These include clutch 
linkage, steering column shaft assembly, engine gener- 
ator, and engine distributor (except cam). 


@®Ceramic-Armored Muffler & Tailpipe, designed for 
long-life, warranted to original new car owner. 


@ Every Rambler carries a new car warranty for 12-months 
or 12,000 miles, whichever occurs first. 


@ New Service Coupon Plan offers double savings in 
maintenance. 


1962 RAMBLER AMERICAN EQUIPMENT CHART 
, : ESI i al 





2-Dr. Deluxe F 
Bus. Coupe Black Silver Ex 
(Fleet) (2) Rubber D 


2-Dr. Deluxe Black ‘| 
Club Sedan . (2) Rubber 1 Silver 




















4-Dr. Deluxe Black ; 
Sedan (2) Rubber p_ | Silver 








2-Dr. Deluxe Black ; 
Sta. Wag. (2) Rubber i Silver 


4-Dr. Deluxe Black A 
Sta. Wag. (2) Rubber p_ | Silver 


2-Dr. Custom 4 
Club Sedan Switches D | Solid 


4-Dr. Custom 2-Door Black | Colored 4 
Sedan Switches Rubber | Carpet 1D Solid 


2-Dr. Custom : 2-Door Colored | Colored 4 
Sta. Wag. Switches Carpet | Carpet : 1D Solid 


4-Dr, Custom 2-Door Colored 4 ¥ Arc 
Sta. Wag. Switches Carpet 4 D Chrome 


2-Dr. 400 2-Door Colored 
Club Sedan Switches Carpet 


2-Door Colored 
6205-5 Switches Carpet STD |2STD 
4-Dr. 400 2-Door Colored % Arc 
6208-5 Sta. Wag. Switches Carpet 3 STD | 2 STD Chrome 
2-Dr. 400 2-Door (1) Colored % Arc 
6207-5 Convertible Switches STD Carpet 2 STD Chrome 


3 Courtesy Light in Quarter Panel. (2) Front switch standard with Light Pkg. (3) % Arc on E-Stick. 
: 4 4 Two-Tone, 3 Solid (2 Two-Tone, 2 Solid with Bucket Seat). : 
: STANDARD EQUIPMENT (ALL MODELS): Vacuum Booster Fuel Pump with Filter, Fuel Tank Filter, Oil Filter, Cellulose-Fiber Carb. Air 










































































Cleaner, Solid. Exterior Colors, Double-Safety Brake System, Self-Adjusting Brakes, Bonded Brake Linings, Vinyl Coated Headlinings (Except 
Convertible), Turn Signals, Manual Transmission, Two Sun Visors, Split-Back Non-Reclining Seats, Front Seat Foam Cushion, Front Arm 
Rests, Front Ash Tray, 6.00 x 15 Black Tires. Balanced Wheel-Tire Assembly, Bumper Guards, Trunk or Cargo Mat, Seat Belt Installation 
Provisions, Fresh-Air Vents. 39 
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FACTORY OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT 


Push-Button Transistor-Powered Radio 

Manual Transistor-Powered Radio 

Weather Eye Heating and Ventilating System 

All-Season Air-Conditioning (includes H. D. Cooling) 

*Solex Glass, All Windows (except rear on convertible) 

Solex Glass, Windshield Only 

Airliner Reclining Seats 

Individually Adjustable, Reclining Front Seats 

Bucket-Type, Reclining Front Seats & All-Vinyl Trim 
(for 400 models) 

Lounge-Tilt Seat & Headrest, Right (Ind. or Bucket) 

Front Seat Headrest, Left, Right, or Pair 

Rear Seat Foam Cushions 

Electric-Wound Clock 

Wheel Discs (Std. on 400) 

Two-Tone Exterior Colors (except convertible) 

Porous Vinyl Upholstery (no extra cost) (NA on Bucket) 

Twin-Grip Differential Axle 

E-Stick Transmission (Std. or Overdrive) 

Overdrive Transmission 

Flash-O-Matic Transmission 

Power Brakes 

Power Steering (recommended with Air Conditioning) 

Overhead Valve Engine (Std. on 400) 

Oil-Bath Carb. Air Cleaner (not available on OHV engine 
with power brakes) 

Back-Up Lights 


Light Package: 
Trunk or Cargo Light 
Courtesy Lights, Two 
Park Brake Warning (Also Single Option) 
Glove Box Light 
Front Door Switches for Deluxe 


Tires: 

6.00 x 15, 4 Ply Rated 2 Ply, Rayon, White 

6.50 x 15, 4 Ply Rated 2 Ply, Rayon, Black or White 
Windshield Washer 
Padded Visors and Panel (Std. on 400) 
Undercoating 
Outside Rear View Mirror (Left or Both) 
Inside Rear View Non-Glare Mirror 
License Plate Frame, Pair or Rear 
Heavy-Duty Clutch (except E-Stick Transmission) 
Heavy-Duty Radiator 
Heavy-Duty Cooling System (radiator, fan, shroud) 
Heavy-Duty Front & Rear Shock Absorbers 
Heavy-Duty Front & Rear Shocks and H-D Rear Springs 
Heavy-Duty Front Shocks & Rear Load-Levelers 
Load-Levelers (rear) 
Seat Belts, Pair (Front or Front and Rear) 
Crankcase Vent System (California Type) 
Dowgard Full-Fill Coolant 


*Order with Air Conditioning 





DEALER ACCESSORIES AND PARTS 


Windshield Washer 

Non-Glare Rear View Mirror, Inside 
Rear View Mirror, Outside, Left or se 
Visor Vanity Mirror 

Full Wheel Discs 

Spotlight with Rear View Mirror, Right or Left 
Airmat for Twin Travel Bed 
Window Screens 

Door Top Ventshades 

Push-Button Radio 

Manual Radio 

Electric Clock 

Back-Up Lights 

Parking Brake Warning Light 
Courtesy Lights 

Trunk Light, Automatic 

Headrests 

License Plate Frame 

Padded Sun Visors 

Horn Kit (for Deluxe & Custom) 
Illuminated Compass 


Tissue Dispenser 

Tissue Dispenser and Litter Container 
Mileage-Minder 

Door Edge Guards 

Locking Gas Cap 

Contour Rubber Floor Mats (Front & Rear) 
Door-To-Door Rubber Floor Mat (Front) 
Air Conditioning System 

Power Brakes 

Travel-Rack Luggage Straps (Leather) 
Seat Belts, Front and Rear 

Child Guard Rear Door Safety Locks 
Center-Pillar Overlay (4-Door Models) 
Station Wagon Roof Top Luggage Carrier 
Load-Leveler Rear Shock Absorbers 

Seat Covers Clear Plastic, Front & Rear 
Seat Cushion Toppers, Front & Rear 
Touch-Up Paint, Brush or Spray 
Powr-Guard 24 Battery, Dry-Charge 

Air Cleaner Replacement Element 

Car Care preparations are also available. 
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n f Wiheelbate.. i ov. avant + anne 100.00” | 
S E D A N | M E N S | 0 N S font Tread, Rear Tread...... $462") 55 0m 









































2, Length, Overall... ccc. 0c ase 173.10” 
*3, Height, Overall (6.00 tires)... 56.08” 
AeWidth Overall cen Gate Ge 70.00” 
6, Hip room, Frontiys 2. isc sa 58.00” 
Go Hip room, Rear. 3c). a ueains'ee 45,25" 
7. Shoulder room, Front..,...... 51.50” 
8. Shoulder room, Rear.......... 49,75” 
9. Head room, Front.......4...; 35.00” 
10. Head room, Rear. ......205... 33.00” 
11. Leg room, Front........ ADT RTD 44.00" 
12. Leg room, Rear......... rate 37.82” 
13. Seat height, Front............. ji Be hd 
14, Seat height, Rear... 0.0.0.0) 12.00” 
15, Seat depth, Front... 5........, 18.46” 
16. Seat depth, Rear.........60.4. ‘bp Ph Ge Sh 
*17, Minimum road clearance (loaded) 
Mai eS 255. girs: atone we ee 6.38" 
REAL ARIE Cisne ste 7.54" 
18. Steering wheel to cushion..... Sh ie 
19. Height of windshield. ........ 12.98” 
20. Height of rear window........ 11,36" 
21. Windshield width and area.... 50.06”, 
838 Sq. In 
22, Rear Window width and area. 45.04", 
571 Sq. In. 
Total glass area..... vides Ghee 2747 Sq. In. 
23. Trunk Capacity, Tire In....... 23.8 Cu. Ft. 





*Add 24” for optional 6.50 tires. 





1: Wheelbase... 2. cce sence ees + 100,00— 


iy Tread, Rear Tread...... 546205 59: 
STATION WAGON DIMENSIONS He nee ea an AS 173.10" 
gt 


*3, Height, Ovetall (6.00 tires)... 56.29" 




















4, Width, Overall......+ 6.2... 70.00” 
5, Hip room, Front.......---- pete SS00" 
6. Hip room, Rear....-.++-.++++ 45.25" 
1. Shoulder room, Front........-. 51.50” 
8. Shoulder room, Rear.......+.- 49.75" 
9, Head room, Front.....+.++--- 35.25" 
10. Head room, Rear........-+.- 34,00” 
11. Leg room, Front......+0++++++ 44.00" 
12. Leg room, Rear......++2+++++5 37.36" 
13. Seat height, Front.........++++ 11.15” 
14. Seat height, Rear... ......-+-+ 12.00" 
15. Seat depth, Front......--.++++ 18.46” 
16. Seat depth, Rear.........-++-5 16.69” 
*1], Minimum road clearance (loaded) 

IGA ER aan ci Lice ae ete 38" 
ResPARlGnc his voy aves eh ald 7.54" 
18. Steering wheel to cushion..... 5.17" 
19. Height of windshield......... 12.98" 
20. Height of rear window........ A280 
21. Windshield width and area.... 50.06", 

838 Sq. In 
22, Rear window width and area.. 39.30", 

466 Sq. In. 

Total glass area......-.6++++- 3402 Sq. In. 


23. Cargo compartment length, rear seat down 
73.68" (79.68" Seat Fwd.) 
24. Cargo compartment length, 














rear seat UP... .- 66s es eerie 42.32" 
Cargo capacity, seat down..... 64 Cu, Ft. 
Tail-Gate opening height..... 25:92 | 
Tail-Gate opening Sidth SAN aa 40.4", 39.2" 
@ floor 


*Add .24” for optional 6.50 tires 





ENGINE, GENERAL 


ry 


yP' 
Bore 8c Strokes eis accin'eisicle'siuimieise 
Displacement. a2 ses wesiscoeisisreies 
Ady. Horsepower.............. 


Advi LOLQue ss sis siete eres esis) alsers 


Compression Ratio............. 


Engine Mtg 


i ii a ar 


Cyl Block Go Hid i, .'.cisinialersejciots's 


VALVES 


i i ey) 


INO MOLI RIDES si ersjteee mcearelginclesla 
Type Lower Oil Ring.......... 
Piston Bini, se ciscsveleeiccteeeie oe 


CONNECTING ROD 


SPECIFICATIONS 


L-Head Engine 
6-Cyl. Pe 
34%" x 444" 
195.6 cu. in. 


90 @ 3800 125 @ 4200 
RPM RPM 

160 @ 1600 180 @ 1600 
RPM RPM 

8.0:1 8.7:1 


4-Point, Rubber Cushion 
Special Cast Iron Alloy 


1,469", .324” 1.594", .366"” 
1281", 3322” 1.343", .361” 
Solid, Adjustable, Alloy Steel 


Conformatic 
140z. Alum. Alloy 14.7 oz. 
Two Compression, One Oil 
3 Pc., Slotted Rail 
Locked-In-Rod (.8595”— 
Dia.) 


-8598" 


Nlatertaltee acwtcts:ss sioisisioretel heaierereinte Drop Forged Steel 
Lenisthyand Wt), ..<s/acisicieteiesieies 6%", 23 oz. 
Bearing Mate, cs sveieisis cvjeiesisistels 4, Steel Backed Micro-Babbitt 
Brg. Dia. and Length........... 2.0951” x .959” 
CRANKSHAFT 
Diaterial ys teriassiais)cicissoieeieless refer iviere Drop Forged Steel 
Vibration Dampener........... Rubber and Friction 
Counter-Balanced.............- 80% 100% 
Bearities Matis 05 ccecielsrareiacaies 4, Steel Backed Micro-Babbitt 
Bearings, Dia. & Length........ 231G4" x 144", F4A—231 4," x 1114" 
CAMSHAFT 
Mat land Drives: jaleess aloes oye Cast Iron Alloy, Chain 
Bearings cae ccmencmneeee ess 4, Steel Backed, Micro-Babbitt 
Int. Valve Timing (Open, Close) 10° BTC, 124%4° BTC, 
58° ABC 514% ° ABC 
Exh. Valve Timing (Open, Close) 49° BBC, 531% ° BBC, 
19° ATC 104%4° ATC 


LUBRICATION 


Main, Conn. Rod, & Cam. Brg... 
Cylinder Wallssi. icc eee 
Piston) Piosscmecissccstssnietis eas 
Tappets and Timing Chain..... 
Oil Pump, Gear, Fixed Int...... 
Oil Filter, Standard............ 


FUEL SYSTEM 


Carburetor, Single Barrel....... 
Fuel Pum 
Ruel Filters screretcieiereie/aie\seiersisce elatsie 


ieBaemoepnbancaanoresns 


Ain Gleanecs/Std ssi sc isicis sie's cis leieie 
Air Cleaner, Opt........eseeees 


Recommended Fuel............ 


EXHAUST SYSTEM 


Muffler Type.........cccccecens 
Hleadet Types wclerislciisie oalselesicls 
Exhaust: bipe sclersretsis ceielsicielarelatcre 
Tail Pipe (Ceramic Armored).. 


COOLING SYSTEM 


Radiator Type..............05: 
Radiator Cap Press...........+. 
DPHEKMOSEAC. se drsisig iernye sere waielevnie 
Waters Bumipiiacs cer secsiesle's «si +) 
Water Pump Loc............... 
Water Jackets. iiss cieisjsjcieiecs sex 
ECHO On Rann oosbocodroodocdenc 


ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 


wei (Rambler Powr-Guard 

DA) reerarerna tek cra sie oroiwe(e! oeseiecsns 
Battery, Dy Deicce viemisiessiehysiclelsisieie 
Battery (with Air Cond.)....... 
Terminal Grounded............ 


L-Head Engine OHV Engine 
Pressure 
Squirt Holes in Conn. Rod 
Splash 
Splash 
50 PSI @ 3000 RPM 
Partial Flow 


Carter Holley 
Mechanical, 4 to 514 PSI 
Std., in Fuel Pump & Tank 
Std., in Fuel Pump 
Automatic 
Dry (Cellulose Fiber) 
Oil Bath (NA on OHV with 
power brakes) 
Regular 


Ceramic Armored, Reverse Flow 


Pipe, Rt. Side Sweep, Left Side 
134" Dia. 1%" Dia. 
14” Dia. 134" Dia. 


Tube and Fin 
14 PSI, Vented Cap 
195°F. 
Centrifugal, Belt Drive 
Front of Block 
Full Length 
14” Dia., 4 Blades (5 with A.C.) 
Double Row Ball Bearing 


11 MS-40 AH__ 111 MS-45 AH 
7 Plates/Cell, 12 Volts 
11HS-G0AH, 11PI./Cell 
Negative 














SPECIFICATIONS 





L-Head Engine OHV Engine Wheel Size........ weave aiiows . 15” Dia. x 4” rims x 5 nuts 
Generator..........s pitts wile hen Shunt Type Tire Size. ..++seeeereeeees .e+++ 6.00 x 15 (6.50 x 15 Opt.) 
ieioe penis Di etolsle esse A aineieotaee wince ale Volt and Amp. Control Tire Pressure...............+. 24 PSI (Cold) 
arting MOTOL... see eeeeeees 
sanicg Conga. auton tes SHIPPING WEIGHTS DELUXE CUSTOM —_400 
Distributor........55+. | Left side Right side 2-Dr. Business Coupe (Fleet)... 2454 None None 
Distributor Advance Centrifugal and Vacuum 2-Dr. Club Sedan.......--+++++ 2480 2492 2558 
COM ie snes de eaiceehnlen aes Top of head Right side 2-Dr. Station Wagon.....-.-.+- 2555 2565 None 
Ignition Timing, B.T.D.C...... 3° 8° Man., 10° 4-Dr. Sedan.......+eeerereeeee . 2500 2512 2585 
: ent 4-Dr. Station Wagon..........-- 2573 2600 2692 
Firing Order........0eeeeeeees 1-5-3-6-2-4 2-Dr. Convertible.............. None None 2735 
Spack Plugs) <a:s's ols ciniesjeeeteieacas H-10 or H-18Y 
Soack Pius Gagtoeti cee 033" to .037" ADD WEIGHTS IF SO EQUIPPED ip 
Protection of Circuit..........- Circuit Breaker and Fuses Flash-O-Matic....... 27 Individual Seats..... 13 
Headlight Type........-+++++- Sealed Beam, #6012 Overdrive......... ~- 41 Bucket Seats........- 17 
ay Nig ase Vn amet ee UNS Se One (2 on ‘*400”) Weather-Eye Heater.. 11 Headrests (each).... 5 
Air Cond. & Heat.... 60 Undercoating........ 12 
POWER TRAIN RBCs cic) cla i? )oieiain, soi 6 6.50 Tires...... srormatenl VKEE 
Gh eceeis sisiciorslaverais Scalataibateains Dry, single plate OHV Eng. on Deluxe Power Brakes..... Peano 
Clutch Plate Dia...........+..- 5%" x 8" 54%" x 842" & Custom......... 50 Power Steering...... 30 
Clutch Plate Dia. (Heavy Duty). 54%” x 814" 6" x 9%" Twin-Grip Differential 4 
Clutch Release Brg............- Ball, pre-lubricated LICENSE DATA 
O.D. Reduction Ratio.......... 0.70:1 ; Serpe Ba ae Ree 100” 
Bene tes Bb © soreness: Biciess. tanto maar see byp oid No. Cyl. and Displacement..... Six, 195.6 (Ca. In. 
Axle Ratio, Std. (Opt.) beet) (ORY ORVikomt (culne eee itt cs Daa 
Manual Trans.............- 3.31 2.87 (3.31 3.78 S bapacpyis S jal Non TUN OE B-375001 
E-Stick Manual............. 3.31 3.31 (3.78) 3.78 sich Tagg peroneal ne stant ia 
Oveedtive 3.78 3.31 (3.78) 411 Serial No. Location..........- . Under hood, right side panel 
R.Sdek Owerdsives0oi too lan 3.78 3.78 Ae an) 3.78 Engine Code No. Location..... Block, upper left front corner 
ADtOMAUC. ci) 0s05 ose sions 3.31 2.87 (3.31) 3.31 CAPACITIES { 
RUNNING GEAR Fuel Tank..... eds sn ea eae 20 Gals. (16.7 B.1.) 
Front Suspension..........- ee Independent Coil Cooling System......++++e++0++ 10 Qts. (8.3 aah 
Rear Suspension..........-+++- Longitudinal Leaf Cooling System, with Heater... 11 Qts. (9.2 B.I. 
Shock Absorbers........++20++ 2-Way Hyd.—Direct Acting Engine Oil......-.++sseeeeeees 4 Qts. re or 
Overall Strg. Ratio..... ieee ce ‘ 27.56:1 (21.36 power) Engine Oil, with Filter......... 5 Qts. (4.2 B.I. 
Steering Wheel Dia............. 1 fal Standard Trans. (& E-Stick).... 1.5 Pts. (1.25 B.L.) 
Purning Didis. ca acco vl oe otis 36 Ft. Overdrive Trans. (& E- Agnes w+ 2.75 Pts: (2.3 B.I.) 
Brake, Bendix, Self-Adj. Std..... 9”, bonded balan 139.52 sq. in. Automatic Trans.........-. 16 Pts. (13.3 B.I.) 
Double-Safety Brake System. . Bl Bendix, Standard Rear Axle...... Wa aee aie suiveene 3 Pts. (2.5 B.1.) 
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A CCESSOLTIES wisisis cis/aie 4 5161s os ernie 41 
AIDE OOGIT OMI Pi aeleelaie sales 35 
AL epINAtLO Ste eretslerere o7o:)ieiclsioreteisiers 45 
Baked Enamel Finish............ 19 
Battenycre vee cers corseisi sarees 23, 38, 44 
Body, Wipe secs ser etlsirra AS) 
BraketSystem ence i0 sinc cease Bully S)r4 
SOMOS tele eles elie) ke ere eh 8,9 
@amshatts., jo ses's caeciocses sore 22 
Ort HIG SIG 5 pa noo pb damon omc ne. 45 
Cae Pure tOs raion «sie eet rhede- oleae 23 
Compression Ratio........... 20521 
Connecting Rods......... 15, 22, 44 
Construction Bodysiicario. ses + 6s 18 
Convertibles ie oe oats a. 14 
Cooling Systemiys cnet ss 23, 38 
LEX eatTT SS 08) Lee Ieee Ia 22, 44 
Cylinder Blocks; 3.4... e805 seer 22 
Deep i Cow Rider cy acct: sie esse 28 
DIMENSIONS aes cce oes nee 42, 43 
Disteibntor ho heed oe 23, 45 
ElectricaléSystemim.s sacs ae «- 23, 44 
RUBLES yar ania oterccesreres olor ZO alas 
Engine BEAtures asioc:s os/<u.cesie «ites 22 
Engine Lubrication........ 23, 38, 44 
Equipment! @agtlirs soi ioe.c1--cc1as 39 
Equipment, Optional............ 40 
ExhauseSystetites ay vis dele scare 19 


INDEX 


EBreshvAurilintake:. =. tasicecrrtsiaicle 34 
BUGIS ystems o'..-/<...< seleifenle sais 23 
GeneratOrene. cs. tee ee 2345 
GIA SRR es diss crate 10, 11, 42, 43 
GOVE "BOX es .6s.s.6 5/1 « aera 17 
Grilles doa dene 8 
LATCH BLAKE ociccce.c oe teers ante rere tons 31 
EV EA ARESTS fat s.c0: 5.0% efor tereere ener 37 
History, Ramibler./)jetshresic setts 1 
FV OOM aryarqeree ciets,s 6 ease ere eheren aes 8,11 
Horsepower and Torque...... 20, 21 
Hy poidi Rear Axle. 2. osmene er PAT 
Ignition System.........5.....- 23, 45 
Instrument Panel. oi cacisente a sce. yf 
Intake Manifolds............. 20; 21 
TACCEIORS eatin ceterernce sie ethers oe 15,16 
License Datars ic. iis sce eee ee 45 
Lubrication, Engine........... 23, 38 
Model Stats. oid tro 5.0 'o svere ayorare er eraearete 2 
Parking and Stop Lights........ 9 
Passenger Compartment...... 155 1G 
Power Brakes... ecient 33 
POWer Steering cia certain 2), 
Power Prati. s..tnsetaciecires 27 
RAGIO te este te ovelaiare Semel emerelnets oe 33 
Gat AKL Oh i we ua covotonrencle aaeeereveuers 27, 45 
Reclining Seat and Twin Beds. 36, 37 
Rist PPOOMMi.: atsiee iiss sees eile 19 


SCE LCA ernie oh carat 15, 36, 37 
Sedans 2-Door:).cck%.seeeee 542 
Sedan: 4-Door... cove ebemeeass 4, 42 
Shipping Weights.........6.55.- 45 
Shock Absorbers: .. 5222.0. 00 29, 45 
SolexGlassii's feccis emis © e stesiersia 33 
SPecificatiO pss iam stele cine sie 42- 45 
Sartets averaoae e vs aia as sinters 23, 45 
Station Wagon, 2-Door.7, 12, 13, 43 
Station Wagon, 4-Door.6, 12, 13, 43 
SLECLIN Gs). su. stole stoma nereiite 30, 45 
SIGMA ea ood da cancodonqnians 8, 9, 10 
Suspension, Pront.... 0. c-. oe 28 
Suspension, Rears..s.s.. eee. « 29 
Diresy Tubelessi.. scjaie cw atiscteme 31 
TransmissiOpind sanesanth ree 24- 26 
Wireadras-s ce.. sittlers Tae ie weer 42, 43 
Mrunki@apacity, .. anions 16, 42 
Twin-Grip Differential.......... 33 
Wndercoatingsy cs soc. yeni te. 40 
VANVES is oc ea tee «Mb ae hae cuttin 22, 44 
WALranty << 0/0 01s si sie: isis siai6in «is 38 
Water Pump... ......0.ss00.%. 23, 44 
Weather Eye Heat and Vent...... 34 
Wheelsiscccs cetnta rete. 31 
Window, Rear............ 11, 42, 43 
Windshields < «ct wsittsieres 11, 42, 43 


Windshield Wipers.............. 23 


BECAUSE OF AMERICAN MOTORS CORPORATION'S POLICY OF CONTINUING PROGRESS TO 
IMPROVE OUR PRODUCTS, SPECIFICATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 
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THE ACKNOWLEDGED LEADER IN FUEL ECONOMY 


The Rambler American's reputation as the top fuel economy car has been won in many competitive economy runs 
and in 36 billion miles of owner use. Economy is designed and built into every Rambler American—proved by the 
fact that it has won more official economy events than all other compact cars combined. 





Winning Rambler American Custom gets the 
NASCAR starter’s flag on the first of the rugged 714 
laps it covered on the Daytona International Speed- 
way in setting the record of 26.86 MPG with over- 
drive in the 1961 Pure Oil Economy Trials. 


The Rambler American Custom achieved the highest 
miles per gallon for the second straight year in the 
NASCAR-supervised Pure Oil Economy Trails held at 
the famous Daytona International Speedway in Florida. 
Equipped with overdrive, the American Custom topped 
all entries including Corvair, Falcon, Lark 6 and 
Tempest 4 in the 1961 event. In fact, Americans took 
the first 6 places, and 8 out of the first 10 in Class 6, 
plus the overall economy award. The top American 
entry achieved 26.86 MPG and averaged over 40 
MPH on the tricky and tough 3.74 mile stop-and-go 
road course which included a minimum speed zone of 
65 MPH on each lap. Nearest competitor was over 
2 MPG behind Rambler. Every car with inspected care- 
fully—every American entry was certified “stock’’ by 
NASCAR technical inspectors. The overhead-valve 
powered Americans were equipped with overdrive - 
transmission and the normal 3.31 axle ratio. The 6.50 
x 15 optional size tires were set at 28 pounds pressure. 
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